FRU Women’s Report

First off I would like to thank all of the teams for their support and working with me over the past year as this was my first year as women’s director.  I learned a lot this year and hope to continue to support the teams and strengthen women’s rugby in Florida.  

This year we had a lot of strong teams travel to upper level competitions outside of Florida.  Congratulations to UCF (Division 1) and USF (Division 2) on going to the south championships.  Also congratulations to Jacksonville Women and Miami Women for participating the women’s D2 south championships.  Miami won the south championship and then headed to Arizona for nationals and did a great job in representing Florida rugby.  We also saw the Orlando Women’s team travel all the way to Rhode Island as part of their division 1 schedule.  

The women also had many strong players chosen for All Star teams in the south.   Congratulations to Brie Cokos, Dana Esposito, Katie Jenkins, Lori Light, Crystal Philips, Beth Schlaerth and Becky Urion on making the All Star South team.  Also Congratulations to Ashley Mitchell, Zoe Sanchez, Kendall Vaughn, Corrie Coates and Dana Meschisi on making the All South U-23 All Star Team.

In the fall almost all of the women’s teams participated in the Florida Cup.  It was great to see all of the teams at All Florida day and then the teams meet again in Ft. Lauderdale for the Florida Cup Championship, special thanks to the Miami Women for securing and setting up the field.  Congratulations to the Miami Women who took home 1st in the Cup division, UCF who took 2nd in the Cup division and FAU who took 1st in the Plate Division.

The Florida U-23 team had great success this year, started off by a great turn out to the try outs during All Florida weekend.  A great thanks to our returning coaches Kerri O’Malley and Mike Waterman who selected and trained a high quality team.  After 2 of the 4 LAU’s backed out on the LAU tournament the team decided going to the Battleship Tournament in Mobil Al would be great place to showcase their skills.  While at the tournament they played the U-23 Georgia team and won making Florida the number one LAU team in the south.  The team also took second place at the tournament in the Women’s Bracket, congratulations.

The women used their budget this year to promote rugby, help send teams to high level competitions and send individual athletes to elite competitions.

Women’s Budget:
U-23 teams Jerseys		$1,250
U-23 Team Travel		$2,500
College National Travel			(there was $500 allotted, but know college teams made it to this level and the money was used for U-23 travel)
Women’s National Travel	$500
Women’s D1 Travel		$500
Florida Cup			$500
Travel for Elites			$750
Extra					(there was $250 also given to the U-23 travel)
				_____	
				$6,000
In the future I look forward to working with the teams, building stronger relationships between myself and team administrators and coaches.  I have heard lots of great ideas throughout the year to help grow women’s rugby and will look to implement more of these in the future with help from the teams.  A main goal of mine is to work on building teams through the recruitment and retainment of players to help build all of the women’s teams in Florida.

Thank you,
Melissa Newkirk
FRU Women’s Director
