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FROM THE DESK OF Karl Mesloh
Discipline Chair– USA Rugby South 
Cellular: 678-488-5797
Home:  770-603-6453
Fax:  404-464-4164
Email: kmesloh@comcast.net
RE: Appeal of Disciplinary Sanction against Francisco Gonzalez CIPP#385248
__________________________________________

Offender: Francisco Gonzalez  CIPP Number: 385248   Date of Offense: 4 October 2008
Match: Miami Tridents Vs Fort Lauderdale
Referee: Galvin Curtis
Offense for which penalized:  Striking an opposing player in back with a foreign object when acting as a Match Official (Touch Judge)
Decision: The Offender was red-carded for a major violation; striking a player in the back with a foreign object.  Major offenses of this type requires a mandatory suspension of  3-6 weeks or 3-6  regularly scheduled matches, whichever is longer, barring any mitigating circumstances, for a first time offense, and 6-8 weeks additional for actions taken against a defenseless opponent.  What is also is disturbing is that the offender was acting as the Trident Touch Judge for this match and had to enter the field of play to take this action.

After reviewing the sanction, the referee report and subsequent referee statement, letter from Trident Rugby Club and letter from Francisco Gonzalez, I have made the following determination on this appeal:

While the striking of the opponent with umbrella in the back was uncalled for, it was not of sufficient force to do harm.  Since it was the offender’s first offense and by the tone of his letter he was truly sorry for the action, the additional sanction for attacking a defenseless player is voided.   I still agree that the original sanction of 6 weeks is warranted and is still in force.

As Mr. Gonzales was acting as a match official (Touch Judge), he should be held to a higher standard.  Due to this, I also impose the additional condition that he will attend and successfully complete a USA level Touch Judge course or Level 1 Referee course no later than 30 June 09.  A copy of the completion certificate will be sent to the South Discipline Chair.  If this condition is not met the additional 6 weeks will be reinstated.
 As such, the Offender is hereby suspended for a period of six (6) weeks or six (6) matches whichever is longer from the date of the offense and completion of the course requirement indicated above.  The offender is reminded that this type of behavior will not be tolerated and any subsequent offense will carry heavier consequences up to and including a Life ban. 
South Code of Conduct Link:

http://www.usarugbysouth.com/referees/Official%20Abuse%20Policy.htm
Sanction: The Offender is suspended from play for the period of six (6) weeks or six (6) matches whichever is longer from the date of the offense; and successful completion and a USA level Touch Judge Course or Referee level 1 course no later than 30 June 09.
Be advised, if entitled to an appeal under the South Territory Disciplinary Regulations and Procedures, such appeal must be made within ten (10) days of receipt of this letter.
