June 30, 2007

Annual General Meeting

Florida Rugby Union Collegiate Report
This report was late and not posted prior to our meeting, my apologies.

Because of the unique make-up of collegiate rugby and its student players, the beginning of the year is always full of surprises and problems. 

Collegiate Men
The one Division I men’s team (UF) in Florida entered into the Nation Competition had a tough season in their bracket; however, with 2 full sides and a new coach we expect a better showing in the future. 
This year 4 men’s Division II colleges elected to participate in the USA Rugby’s National Competition. Each club was required to make a formal declaration that they were financially able to travel out of Florida, were able to attend the Championship venues, that they properly CIPP’d their club and undergraduate players with USA Rugby and they had properly certified from their school registrar that players participating in the National Championship were full-time undergraduate students. Florida Atlantic University advanced for Florida and was eliminated from competition losing to Ole Miss 50-17. 
At the beginning of the season all of the Division II men’s colleges entered and elected to participate in the Florida Cup Championship which lasts from January through December. During the Cup Competition FIU experienced difficulty with player-numbers but attended all of their assigned games – well done. Eckerd College elected not to participate and as a result forfeited 4 games. Accordingly, Eckerd will no longer be in the Cup Competition and will be moved to an Associate Membership status for the remainder of 2007 and all of 2008 for both Florida Competitions and the USA Rugby National Championship. Eckerd will be permitted to schedule “friendlies” with any club provided they stay current with their dues and are properly insured through USA Rugby (CIPP). 
The accompanying “ranking” of Florida Colleges reflects competition through April only and will of course change!

Collegiate Women

I did not directly oversee the operation of the collegiate women’s Division I or Division II schedule. The D-I women played 3 games in Florida and then were eliminated in the National Competition by narrow margins. The D-II women also had a 3 game season but I noticed 2 games were played back to back on one weekend. 
Issues Addressed

During the beginning of the season there was much debate regarding whether or not Florida was required to have all of its colleges enter the National Competition. After a few months it was determined that Florida and any other state for that matter could elect NOT to have a team in the national competition. Teams not in the National Competition changed membership with USA Rugby South and paid a lesser due. 

Also being debated to-date is the Florida Rugby Unions position on who is permitted to play rugby in Florida and under what circumstances. As long as a player is properly insured through USA Rugby he or she may play rugby in Florida. If a player wants to compete in tournaments then tournament rules apply. When age is a factor the player must abide by USA Rugby rules of parental consent.

Yahoo Group Database

Many of our members have received emails from a “d Edwards” who presents himself as a member of our union and in some instances an officer of the FRU. The emails specifically addressed the issue of people playing rugby on college campuses who were not full-time undergraduates of that school. Also emails flowed regarding why certain schools were disqualified last year and why other schools were advanced ahead. Further, emails were sent to each of our college athletic director or club sport advisors “alerting” them that non-students were playing rugby on their fields. If any of the membership has saved emails from “dsedwards2004”, please contact me.
This type of behavior is exactly what we do not want going on in Florida. Your union stands ready to better our system and promote rugby football. Steps are being taken with yahoo to insure this user no longer abuses internet privilege.

Future

I urge each and every college representative to make it a priority to recruit on a daily basis, keep the players you have interested in the sport and educate yourselves and your coach on more modern coaching methods being offered through USA Rugby. 
Tennessee has a 6 year old system in place which seeds high school players into the local colleges. I was told that 70% of freshman had high school experience. 
As a coach for over 20 years I can tell you that only recently have I seen a freshman come to the University of Miami with prior high school experience! We need to start now or we will be way behind with the rest of the country!

Franklyn Williams

VP Operations, FRU  

