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USA Rugby-South

Club Sevens

C. DEFINITION OF A USARS SEVENS CLUB:

1. A club must be a full member of an USARS Local Area Union in good standing as

defined by USARS guidelines to participate in USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifier

tournaments.

2. Players that do not play 15’s may play for any full member club during the USARS

Sevens Rugby season, but only one club per season.

3. A player may only represent one club per season in USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifier

tournaments. Club sanctions and individual player disciplinary action will result if a

player plays for more than one club in USARS Qualifier tournaments.

4. If a club attempts to qualify more than one team for the USARS Sevens Rugby

Championship, it may do so only by adhering to the following criteria:

a. A player may play for only one team per USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifying

tournament and is “frozen” onto that team’s roster for the remainder of the

tournament.

b. In the event of injuries occurring to one of the teams entered, players from the

other roster may change teams only if they have not yet played a game in the

tournament.

c. If both teams advance to the final, they must play each other. No forfeits will be

allowed.

d. Should a club qualify more than one team for the USARS Sevens Rugby

Championship event, players are not allowed to change rosters. The team that a

player qualified with is to remain intact, allowing for replacement due to injuries

from club members who are not on other roster(s).

e. Players who are members of a club that has qualified more than one team for the

Championship event, but who were not on either team’s roster can play for either

team in the Championship event.

f. A club that attempts to qualify more than one team for the USARS Sevens Rugby

Championship, who then only qualifies one team, has the right to make that team

as strong as possible. The club can use a combination of players from both teams,

replace all players or leave the qualified team unchanged. This is a club selection

matter not to be decided by USARS.

5. The USARS Executive Committee shall be the sole arbitrator in determining the

definition of a club.

6. If a player, team or club has any doubt(s) regarding their club status or player eligibility, they should contact the USARS Competitions Chairman for clarification.

7. Players may play for any Sevens teams in non-qualifying tournaments and Open divisions of USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifier tournaments, adhering to the rules of that specific tournament.

D. PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

1. A player must fulfill all of the requirements pertaining to the USARS club definition.

2. To be eligible to compete, a player must be enrolled in the USA Rugby CIPP program.

3. To be eligible to participate as a member of a club in the USARS sevens Rugby

Championships, a player must have played in two matches for that club during the Sevens Rugby season or participated as a member of the club during the preceding 15’s season.

EXCEPTION: If any player is unable to meet this standard due to injury, that player may

request a waiver from the Competitions Chairman of USARS. The decision will be

rendered by the Competitions Chairman 7 days prior to the USARS Sevens Rugby

Championship event and will be considered final.

4. Players who are non-club members that are playing for a club must obtain a written

release from their club in order to participate in USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifier

tournaments. When non-club players are being used, they must be noted on the USARS

Sevens Rugby Qualifier Roster and furnish proof of release.

5. A maximum of two non-resident (USA) players may be included on the 12 player roster. Those players on student visa are considered non-resident players.

6. Players from other territories, who are moving into an LAU that is governed by USARS for a short period of time and are not making a permanent move, should contact the USARS Competitions Chairman concerning eligibility.

7. Players joining a club from within the same geographic or competitive vicinity (i.e. city, league, etc.), having played for another club during the same competitive Sevens Rugby season in that same geographic or competitive vicinity, shall not be considered eligible to play in any match that leads to the USARS Sevens Rugby Championship.

8. Violations of the player eligibility requirements include:

a. More than 2 non-resident (USA) players on the roster or field at any time.

b. More than two non-club players on the USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifier Roster.

c. Supplying false CIPP information on the USARS Sevens Rugby Qualifier Roster.

9. Teams that violate the above requirements will face the following penalties:

a. First Violation: elimination from the USARS Sevens Qualifying Tournament

that the club is participating in.

b. Second Violation: suspension from all USARS Sevens Rugby events for 12

months, using the date of the second violation as the starting date of the

suspension period.

c. Third Violation: suspension from all USARS Sevens Rugby events for a period

of 24 months, using the date of the third violation as the start of the suspension

period.

The above penalties are cumulative. When a club commits a violation, that violation will

remain on that club’s record for a period of 24 months, and that club will be placed on

probation for 24 months. If no further violations are committed in that 24 month period the club’s record will be cleared. If a club commits a violation within that 24 month period, the second violation penalty will be enacted and the 24 month probation will begin from the enactment date. In the case of a third violation, the club will serve the 24 month suspension and be placed on probation for another 24 months. Any violation committed during this period will be treated as a third violation infraction.

10. Should a club qualify for the USARS Sevens Rugby Championships and the USARS

Competitions Chairman discovers during his review of the USARS Sevens Rugby

Qualifier Rosters that a player(s) on that club’s roster supplied false information

regarding CIPP, non-club player status or citizenship, that club shall forfeit the right to

participate any further in the USARS Sevens Rugby Championships and the second place

team (or third place team depending on the number of Qualifier tournaments) in the

USARS Seven Rugby Qualifier event that the suspended club qualified in shall advance

in its place. It shall also constitute a violation infraction and the club shall be subject to

penalties described in Section C.10. Should the second (or third) place team in the

USARS Sevens Qualifier Tournament also commit a violation infraction, the third (or

fourth) place team shall advance to the USARS Sevens Rugby Championships.

