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Youth Report

Moe Levesque
The following is a brief outline of what is happening with our Youth within the Florida Rugby Union.

High School

This is our 4th year. In our first year we started with 4 boys teams. In 2008 we started with approximately 17 boy’s teams and 4 girl’s teams.  The growth has been phenomenal, but we will run into problems if the administrative component is not implemented soon.  USA Rugby’s State Based Model was accepted for implementation by the High School Rugby League at their meeting in August of 2007.  The key components of the model that the High School league needs to implement are; the implementation of bylaws, incorporating and obtaining nonprofit status and creating an executive committee. My understanding is that these items will be completed by the end of 2008.

The Florida Rugby Academy

In the past, our Academy has been very successful at teaching basic skills to our high school level players.  Last year the Academy embraced our Florida U-19 All Stars, “The Thunder”, and held several high performance camps headed by myself and Tom Gray in order to prepare the team for their upcoming venues.  The business relationship between the Academy and the Thunder has achieved great momentum and additional layers of All Star teams are beginning to form as a result of the merger.  Soon the Academy’s high performance division will have 3 teams.

· U-20

· U-18

· U-16

It is expected that in July of 2008 the Academy will be holding a special weeklong camp down in the Fort Lauderdale area to further develop our youth at the high school level.  Although the camp this summer will mainly consist of coaches and players within Florida, the concept is to grow the camp to invite coaches and players from around the world.

Florida U-19 All Stars

We had strong development in 2007.  In December, we had 2 decisive wins against the Potomac U-19 All Stars at the National All Star Championships in Sanford, Florida.  I am pleased with their current level of play, but there is definitely room for improvement. As has been in the past, as a result of our recent performance in December, several of our players have been asked to try out for our USA Rugby National Teams at the various age levels.  Currently, our manager Tom Gray is having discussions with the USA Rugby U-17 team in order to play them in a scrimmage March of 2008.

In the past, the Thunder has been operating on a “shoe string” budget with very little help. Since aligning with the Academy it looks as though sponsorship will be available shortly.  Our team management, headed by Tom Gray, is as strong as ever.  With the proper finances, I would like for us to travel as a team in late 2008, or early 2009.

In order for us to more appropriately align ourselves with USA Rugby and to attract more of the younger players from our college ranks, the Thunder has now become a U-20 side.

Key Florida Youth Rugby Contacts

Florida High School Rugby

Steve Young: syoung4@comcast.net
Ray Campion: RaymondJ.Campion@usa-spaceops.com
Florida Rugby Academy

Tom Gray: rugbyzulu@hotmail.com
Stuart Low: stuart_low@msn.com
Florida U-20 All Stars

Tom Gray – Manager: rugbyzulu@hotmail.com
Moe Levesque – Head Coach: ydomoefl@aol.com
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