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Youth Report

Martin Gardner
A competitive HS season with teams advancing to the South Championships, Tampa Bay for mixed school and Jupiter for single school boys and girls.

Florida teams didn’t win through to nationals and we need to look at the Jesuit schools in New Orleans as the bench mark of where our teams need to be.

Big news has been the consolidation of the Rugby Academy of Florida and our agreement to ‘contract’ our youth High performance Programs to them. 

USA, inline with the IRB has changed the age grades to U18 and U20 rugby, the old  U19 program has been replaced. The rugby Academy will be giving a short over view after me. Our objective is to integrate their efforts in elevating the standards of skill and play of our players and to take the best into high performance competition.

We anticipate the introduction at some point of a South State based U18 and U 20 Championship as a pathway into USA Rugby’s High Performance programs.

Looking forward we had some 14 teams this year and expect this to rise to 20 next spring season, our target to get Florida HSAA adoption is 44 HS teams. So we have just formed the Florida Youth Rugby Association, FYRA to act as the governing body of Youth rugby in Florida. 

My goal is to create a state wide organization, based around school districts that will encompass a number of ‘Conferences’. 8 is ideal as it gives a natural structure for play offs.
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FYRA is applying for membership to the FRU as a single member to be represented at the FRU board meeting by it’s elected President.

FYRA will be putting in place a dues structure that within 3 years will relive the FRU from funding HS rugby. The current support of members is appreciated and is a wise investment in our future as a sport.

DISCIPLINE

The FYRA articles of Association include a very specific code of conduct, for Players, Coach’s and Supporters. We will not tolerate:

· Foul language

· Taunting, verbal or physical by players or supporters

· Fighting

· Match official abuse by players, coaches or supporters.

We are working with the FRRA to ensure a consistent approach and ensure that our young players understand the ‘ethos’ of the game as well as the skills and laws.

HS to College

A key plan is to provide a conduit for our HS athletes to progress their education both academically and in rugby by providing path ways to colleges with rugby programs. We don’t want to lose people.

I am implementing a program of providing senior HS players with the information, contacts etc to help them transition to a Florida college (or out of State) and continue their rugby experience. In this way we can encourage our athletes to continue to be involved and keep track of them. A program to then get collegiate graduates to transition into club rugby seems also important and has been discussed by the Executive Board.

Just so you know, Moe is still involved and has taken on the top role as Coach for the U20 team and will be one of my right hand men in working to grow the sport.

Steve Young from Naples has done a great job in getting the leagues up and running and I know he will continue as a key member of FYRA as we move from the entrepreneurial growth stage to the next level. 

Florida has been selected as one of the “States” selected to be a pilot of the USAS/IRB State based organization, but maybe we are already ahead of the curve, and we have yet to see what this means…..we hope $$$$$$$$$’s

Martin Gardner

Director of Youth Rugby (Appointed)

Florida Rugby Union
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