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2008 FRU Summer AGM

June 29th, Orlando, Florida


Men’s Collegiate Report

Greg Van De Grift

The Florida fall collegiate DII Men’s rugby season was very successful.  All teams declared their intentions to compete for a run at a national championship.  In doing so, it allowed for some great competition from both the Northern and Southern teams.  The North was comprised of FSU, UCF, Embry Riddle, USF, and UNF.  The South was FAU, UM, Lynn, and Eckerd.  Due to the Rugby South eliminating a couple of weeks to accommodate the USA schedule, there was not enough time to have a true North versus South playoff to determine a true playoff seed.  Therefore a decision was made that USF would represent Florida as the number one seed, and Eckerd would be the number two seed in the Rugby South playoff berth.


University of South Florida started off with a bang defeating Auburn at home 49-0.  After the win, they advanced to the South final four.  There, they were matched up against Eastern Carolina State.  From the report I received, USF made a come back surge in the second half, and nearly defeated ECU.  If it had not been for a few early penalty kicks from ECU, USF surely would have beaten them.  The final score was 38-33.  ECU became the South Champions and went on to the sweet sixteen.  


The Florida second seed, Eckerd, went to Georgia Tech for their first round of the south playoffs and was defeated 17-5.  The Florida Rugby Union is proud of both teams representing Florida with some tough matches, showing the South that Florida can actually play some fine rugby.  Congratulations to both USF and Eckerd.


During league play (matrix play); the Florida Cup scores were being tallied for rankings.  Keep in mind that the matrix play and Florida Cup have dual scoring during the spring, and then resume in the fall.  The Florida Cup is a year round competition lasting January to December of 2008.  It is unfortunate the two teams will not be competing for in Florida Cup in the fall, Lynn University and Eckerd.  The fall schedule has been emailed out and will also be on the Florida website.  As well, there is a description and guidelines for the Florida Cup attached.  This will help clear up some of the confusion.


At the January AGM, the colleges unanimously voted to resurrect the select side program.  In the past, it has been off and on, but with a little push the program is back on track and headed in a positive direction.  One of the coaches, John Cawthray developed a budget, submitted it to the Union, and with their approval, the select side was given a budget of $10,000.  Some of the approved proposal went to pay for some expenses such as travel, room and board, and shirts that players got to keep.  After a training or two, we then entered a team into the Ft. Lauderdale tournament.  I asked Coach John for some feed back on that weekend and here is a small portion of what he wrote:  We were 1 and 2 over that weekend.  I don’t remember the scores but the games were really close and the boys played well.  We didn’t have the UF players for Saturday game because of their D1 home game.  They traveled to Ft. Lauderdale after their Saturday game to play on Sunday, which every UF player did play.  As information, Franklyn and I decided to use the Ft. Lauderdale tournament as a coaching tool so we could evaluate our talent as well as see which players could work well together.  Naturally we wanted to win but more importantly, we learned a lot about the boys who traveled.  We have some really good talent that can be molded into really good players.  Also, with the new found FRU support, we had the best turnout for practices and games from the schools that had the longest distances to travel.  I think that is a very important fact that should be mentioned.  Listed below is the number of participants from each school.

 FAU – 7 players,
USF – 3 players
FSU – 6 players
UF – 4 players
Lynn – 2 players
ERAU – 6 players
UM – 1 player



I would have like to have seen more diversity and participation from other universities.  We will continue with the select side program and will be attempting to enter a team into the Battleship tournament.  If this does not happen, then we will be participating in the LAU’s in November.  Again, we need more participation from ALL Universities and Colleges.  We will be using the intrastate games in the fall as a central venue to hold select side practices.  I encourage any player wishing to make the select side, to stay overnight or return the next day.  


As far as I know, all of the colleges are compliant with the union financially.  If you are not, please contact Lisa O’Donnell to find out what your status is.  It has been suggested that if your college or team is financially able to do so, have Lisa bill your invoice for the whole year rather than by semester.  This would eliminate some of the billing troubles and keep you in good standing.

This concludes the spring collegiate report.  As we draw near to the start of the season, you will see more emails reminding colleges to look over the web site and mark your calendar of events.

Greg VanDe Grift

FRU Men’s Collegiate Director
PAGE  
1
Men’s Collegiate Report  

