Florida Rugby Union Annual General Meeting

January 8, 2005   Orlando, Fl

All reports were distributed at the meeting and can be found on the FRU website. Additions to the reports and other business will be contained in the minutes.

Call to Order 10:25

Roll Call- 26 clubs were represented- quarum 

Members whose clubs had outstand dues were ineligible to vote.


Note: Palm Beach’s vote was under protest by Fort Lauderdale

Motion to approve minutes as posted on the FRU website: University of Florida


Second by Fort Lauderdale


Minutes approved by acclimation

Presidents Report/ Welcome: Mark Etue


No additions

South Report: Mark Etue


No additions

Vice President Operations Report: Ken Simmons


-Error on South website concerning Men’s DII Playoffs April 16


should be 6 games at 2 instead of 2 games at 6

Vice-President Administration Report: Mike Lane


-Combining skills camps in Florida


-Looking for two U-19 coaches


-Starting a U-23 select side this year

Treasurer’s Report: Mark Etue, Gerrard Ferrari was not present


-Break down of 2004 budget

Women’s Report: Raelyn Barlow


No additions

Collegiate Report: Jason Heffelmire 


-Jason has resigned from collegiate director


-In the process of looking for a new collegiate director, anyone who is 


interested please contact the FRU executive board

Disciplinary Report: Vic Marriott


-Stressed the need for complete referee reports regarding yellow cards awarded


-There is some inconsistency in the way red and yellow cards are awarded


-Tridents recommended that teams should follow up with Terry Day to make


sure reports are sent to both teams regarding cards awarded

· A discussion at the next meeting about updating the disciplinary rules was recommended

Referee’s Report: Terry Day


- The FRU President stated if club teams do not choose to put a player into the 


Referee’s Society, they will play on Sunday

· Terry Day stressed importance of continuity in the tackle and ruck situation 

During games. Please see the report for more specific information

Youth Report- Moe Levesque

· Colors of newly formed youth teams must be cleared by the FRU Secretary

Boys and Girls Club information not presented

Break- 10 minutes

Officer Elections

Vice-President Operations Nominees

John Devonport – Nomination second by Fort Lauderdale

Gerrard Ferrari – Nomination second by Florida Atlantic Men

Discussion of nominees 

Brevard call to vote

Final vote 24-3 in favor of John Devonport

Treasurer Nominees

Steve Mommaerts – Nomination second by Fort Lauderdale

Second candidate pulled himself from the election

Titans call to vote

Elected by acclimation

President Nominees

Dan Santoro – Nomination second by West Palm Beach 

Mark Etue – Nomination second by Naples

Discussion of nominees

Naples call to vote

Final vote 19-6 in favor of Mark Etue

Note: Dan Santoro requested a roll call vote

Motion to close the meeting Boca Raton


Second by UNF

Lunch Break

Meeting re-opened with new board 2:15


Executive Board Members absent: John Davonport, Steve Mommaerts

New Business

Sunshine State Games Report: Dan Santoro


-June 18, 2005 at Tradewinds Park Coconut Creek


-Divisions for men, women, high school, and masters

· Goal of 20 teams participating

· More information will be sent out soon

FRU Budget


-Motion made to keep the budget as is until the summer AGM meeting by Fort 


Lauderdale


-Second by Boca Raton


-Discussion included addressing any issues of the 2005 budget at the summer 


AGM



*The budget will remain the same as the 2004 budget until summer AGM

· Invoices will be sent out to all clubs within two weeks of this meeting

· The 2004 budget will be posted by the end of February 2005

· The 2005 budget will be posted within the next few months

· Ken Simmons recommended presenting the 2005 and 2006 budget at the summer AGM. The 2005 budget will be finalized and approved and the 2006 will be looked at in order to be ready for approval during the winter 2006 AGM

· UCF second recommendation

· Accepted by the quarum, approved by acclimation

Men’s Division I Recommendation: Mark Etue

· See report for specifics regarding recommendation

· Amendment proposed by Fort Lauderdale

· 3 teams instead of 4 compete in Division I in order to ensure a more successful balance

· 2 home and 2 away games besides nationals

- Ken Simmons will work to design a successful plan for presentation at the 

summer AGM

· Fort Lauderdale will create a motion for the proposal to be voted on at the summer AGM

501c3 discussion will be postponed until the summer AGM meeting

Open Discussion


Miami Women’s requested to be an associate member of the FRU



-Colors are red, black, and white



-Will presented bi-laws



-FIU is sponsoring Miami Women’s 



-Current roster includes 15 women


Motion to accept the Miami Women’s as an associate member club with 


Amendment of bi-law and code of conduct be presented to the FRU


Executive board made by Titans


Second by UNF


Fort Lauderdale move to vote


UCF second 


Accepted by acclimation


CIPP Registration Online- Presented by Martin Gardnel


-    Access the USA Rugby Website

· Select Membership

· Go to the appropriate heading for either registering members or your club

· Click on the correct box corresponding to statues (i.e. referee, player, ect.)

· Can either pay by credit card or invoice if collegiate club

· Are able to go to club status and register existing players

· Important: game day procedures still apply

· Make sure to print out the team roster and fill out a game day form to present to the referee before the game

· Each team is responsible for making sure the other teams members are CIPP registered

· Any team who does not comply will forfeit 

· The winning side in college matches must collect game day forms and fax them to Gary Kent

· Id checks will still be done by referees 

Nigel Trueman requests any photos that are acceptable be sent to him in order to be posted on the FRU website

First weekend in August will be the Beerfoot Beach 7’s tournament for any teams interested

Move to close the meeting- Titans

Second by UNF

Accepted by acclimation 

