TO:

Florida Rugby Union
FROM:
James Gladen, FRU Disciplinary Chair

DATE:

November 20, 2006

RE:

FRU WINTER AGM – Disciplinary Report

______________________________________________________

Eleven (11) red cards were issued against Florida Rugby Union (“FRU”) players during the spring and fall seasons of 2006.  All of the eleven (11) red cards involved punching, kicking, pushing, or striking opposing players.

Perhaps the most notable disciplinary accomplishment of 2006 is the fact that no red cards were issued for referee abuse.  The FRU has made it abundantly clear that referee abuse will not be tolerated and it seems our efforts are now paying off.  
University of Central Florida Men’s RFC had multiple CIPP violations (failure to register) and an off-field misconduct violation this past spring.  After being sanctioned with an indefinite suspension this program was reinstated by the FRU working closely in conjunction with the university to ensure future violations will not occur.  All clubs must ensure that their players are CIPP registered.

University of Florida Men’s RFC was sanctioned for playing an unregistered and non-member club.  Each FRU club has the responsibility to ensure that the clubs it schedules matches with are registered members in good standing with USA Rugby and the territorial and state unions to which they reportedly belong.

An area of focus for the future is foul play away from the ball.  The FRU has heard several complaints this past year about instances of foul play occurring away from the ball which are not seen (or could not be seen) by the referee.  Referee touch judges at all matches would help, but is not always possible.  At a minimum, touch judges should be encouraged to advise the referee whenever foul play occurs away from the ball.
