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Competitions

Division 1

In its inaugural year of a 2 year experiment this proved a successful venture. Three teams entered the unknown- Fort Lauderdale Miami Tridents and Boca Raton. A hybrid fixture list designed to reduce travel was implemented and fulfilled with Nashville Life College and Atlanta Renegades.

It was a very challenging season for all three teams as the standards of play were significantly higher than division 2. This was known going in but was seen as part of the learning curve.

Miami Tridents progressed to the sweet sixteen and are to be congratulated on a great first season with a particularly memorable tussle with Life at the Lauderdale tournament. 

Division 2 

Following a spluttering start where the 9 team division was split into 2 at the last minute, Daytona and Miami emerged as the number 1 & 2 seeds and proceeded to the south championship and Daytona emerged ( after a very contentious game) to proceed to the sweet sixteen where they represented the state well and are to be congratulated.

I still personally feel that that Division 2 would be all the stronger for playing all 8 teams in a season with 2 genuine seeds emerging from head to head games. I urge us to consider this at our June meeting.

Division 3 

Krewe dominated the 4 team division and proceeded to the South championships.

Assuming their graduation to division 2 in 2007 it begs the question of whether we can continue sustain a division 3 program with only 3 teams.

Collegiate Program

While considerable progress was made in dialogue and fixtures, the end of season shambles over progress to the South championships was clearly unacceptable to all concerned and a great disappointment to the players and coaches that had strived so hard. This highlights and re-enforces the need for further dialogue and it is to be hoped that clubs and the new collegiate director Mike Lane will be able to amicably resolve matters and find a way forward. 

CIPP

There proved to be fewer infractions than in previous seasons. Three games were played under protest with one upheld.

 Issues on residency still occur and I urge all clubs to submit their player status paperwork to USARFU along with their CIPP applications to avoid  playing games under protest which is administratively taxing. 

Player transfers continue to be slow in USARFU paper work terms but I am confident that this will improve. If you have potential problems I recommend EARLY contact with USARFU to resolve them.

Disciplinary 

James Gladden will report separately on this but I sense there was a reduction in violations which is good for the game.

Referees

The FRRA continued to provide excellent coverage although at times were very stretched. The game still needs new referees to emerge ( some are getting on in years and our number of games is growing) so the annual call for each club to provide candidates still applies only with perhaps more urgency than before. 

John Devonport VP 

