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2005 Mission Statement: Continue to expose the game of Rugby at the co-ed youth non-contact level for ages 6 through 14 while implementing a high school league for girls and boys throughout Florida.

The first half of 2005 produced excellent results for our first ever High School Rugby league in Florida.  I would like to thank the following teams for participating:

· Brevard U-19’s - Melbourne

· Lincoln Park Academy – Fort Pierce

· Palmetto Ridge Bears – Naples

· Taravella – Fort Lauderdale

· Northeast – Fort Lauderdale

· North Broward – Fort Lauderdale

Our Florida High School Cup was held on Saturday, April 23 at the Cocoa Expo between the Palmetto Ridge Bears of Naples and Lincoln Park Academy of Fort Pierce. A great game with an enormous amount of spirit from both sides. This year’s champions are the Palmetto Ridge Bears who moved on to the South Championships in Columbus, GA on April 30 before being defeated. Congratulations to Palmetto’s Coach Steve Young and his players for this inaugural win.

Thank you to all of the Coaches, referees and administrators who took the extra time to make the season a success.  Also, a special thanks to our new High School Director Steve Young for all of his efforts.

I am happy to note that we have a new under 19 startup in Orlando.  Thanks to Jeremy Humphries the Youth Development Coordinator, (YDC), for Orlando Ironhorse.  Jeremy also serves as their head Coach.

A few additional High School teams are probable in the Boca Raton and Fort Lauderdale areas by the end of this fall.  Also, please keep in mind that we are looking for more girls High School startups, so that we can begin their league in spring 2006.

Our U-19 All Star Camp was held on April 24 at the Cocoa Expo. We had a total of 42 participants. Players came from a combination of 8 different Clubs ranging from Gainesville to Miami. There will be 2-3 more camps this fall.  Exact place and times will be confirmed when the fall men’s schedule is finalized.  At present we are considering Fort Lauderdale, Sarasota, or Naples, and the Treasure Coast.  I would like for the practices to take place in the morning at the same place as the hosting Club’s men’s game.

Our U-19 All Stars will be playing their first game at the National All Star championships in Kissimmee on December 3rd 2005.  The team that we will be playing will be announced early this fall.

Current U-19 All Star Coaches:

Moe Levesque – Head Coach

Clint Smethurst – Forwards

Sam Clues – Backs

Manager – Ray Campion

A new addition to our staff is Sean Rooney from Boca RFC.  Sean will be working with the backs along with Sam.

I am pleased to announce that all of our 7’s Tournaments this summer will be having a High School bracket.  This started with the Florida Sunshine State Games on June 18 and will conclude with the Naples 7’s on August 6th.

I firmly believe that the seeds we are planting will make Florida Rugby explode in approximately 5-7 years. Guaranteeing a B side game between two teams on a Saturday will be a thing of the past and we will be more competative than ever before.

Lets keep up the enthusiasm.

