FRU President’s Report

July 23, 2005

AGM

Florida Ruggers,

     Another successful season has pasted.  The FRU again should its growth in the USA rugby community.  The past six month saw three of our teams make the Final Four in their divisions, and one other make the round of eight.  Congratulations to the following teams:

Boca Raton – men’s D-II number 3 in the nation; Daytona Beach – men’s D-III number 4 in the nation; Naples – women’s D-II number 4 in the nation; UCF – women’s collegiate DII number 7 in the nation.
We also saw our high school division grow with several new teams and our first high school state championship.

     We have seen some impressive growth and development over the past few years.  We still have some areas of concern that we will be addressing today.  We will be setting the path for our Union today.  Our Union is at the point where we need to expand to include all Divisions.  We will be discussing how we will accomplish this goal. 

     We will also be discussing how our high school teams will operate.  We will set the course for this exciting program today.  The past six months has seen some growing pains associated in this area so today we will have the high schools teams discuss among them how they will operate.

     We will also discuss a growing problem in our Union, forfeits.  The past six months many teams have accepted a forfeit as part of their planning.  This will no longer be tolerated.  The rest of the Union depends on all teams keeping their commitment to the schedule.  Every time a team forfeits a game, the playoff picture is radically altered.  If you are unable to play every game scheduled then you need to become an Associate member.  That is only fair to the rest of the Union.  We will be imposing heavy fines for every game forfeited from this point on.  No longer is there a one game grace.

     There is one last area of concern.  Rugby has always been a game of honor.  It has always been a physical game and a fun game.  This past season we saw several teams and players try to manipulate the sport and bring disgrace to our Union.  Cheating will no longer be tolerated.  Playing with ineligible player will result in forfeits, suspension, or both.  Abusing referees in any fashion will not be tolerated.  Fans, player, and coaches have all been guilty of this.  The IRB is coming down heavily on violators and so will the FRU.  
     Today will be a very productive and exciting day for the Florida Rugby Union.  I encourage all club representatives to remain positive and have thoughtful solutions to make our Union better.  Remember we are volunteers and share the same passion.

Thank you and enjoy the meeting!

Mark Etue

President FRU
